[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


Forward to the Sixth Edition

Greetings to our Users!  We are indeed proud that for a sixth time a Blue Book has been completed and will be available in conjunction with the National Order of the Arrow Conference.  This seems like a good time to reflect on our past, discuss changes in this edition and take a look at our future.
The Blue Book project began in January, 1993.  Together we have been at it for thirteen years.  And by together we not only mean you, the user, but the more than five hundred individuals that have contributed to make this book possible.  At that time a different book was the guide for the OA hobby and that book no longer met the needs of the hobby.  In early February of 1993 a group of consciences collectors began calling each other.  The group on that call first conference call became known as the Blue Book Committee.  The participants were John Pleasants, Conley Williams, Kirk Doan, Rob Kutz, Jeff Morley, Dave Leubitz and I.
The top experts were enlisted from every part of the country and an all-star slate of editors participated.  Nonetheless, it took three and a half long years and multiple rounds of edits to create the first Blue Book.  When we finished we knew we had created the most comprehensive Order of the Arrow reference ever assembled containing almost 20,000 listings; double any previous guide.
Every two years in conjunction with the summer NOAC we published a thorough update.   Blue Book II in 1998 picked up where the original Blue Book left off.  Two more years allowed us to fix the errors of the first edition and update new issues and varieties.  In 2000 we published Blue Book III and true to our mission we expanded our listings and the first catalog of chapter issues was included.  In 2002 we published Blue Book IV and again broke new ground by including the first ever national listing of lodge event patches.

The table below shows the growth of Blue Book from edition to edition to where we are today with over 56,000 listings!
	
	Lodge Issues
	Chapter Issues
	Lodge Events
	Total issues

	Blue Book I
	19,710
	-
	-
	19,710

	Blue Book II
	23,328
	-
	-
	23,328

	Blue Book III
	27,058
	3,252
	-
	30,310

	Blue Book IV
	30,713
	4,222
	8,442
	43,377

	Blue Book V
	34,026
	4,923
	11,325
	50,274

	Blue Book VI
	38,402
	5,372
	12,632
	56,406


New for Blue Book VI is the absence of a mass produced hard copy book.  It was decided that the time and expense of publishing a 1,600 page book was unwarranted.  While hard copies will be available, we believe the hobby has moved in a strong way to electronic platforms.  That is why we offer Blue Book VI primarily as an inexpensive two-disk CD-Rom or as free download of the data.  Plans are also coming to fruition to offer Blue Book downloads via a .PDF generator to create custom lists.
So what is next?  As I have managed each edition of Blue Book, I always have shunned from thinking beyond the book at hand.  When working on Blue Book V, Blue Book VI was simply unthinkable.  Now that Blue Book VI has been completed it is time to announce change.  This will be my last edition as Editor-in-Chief.  Lynn Horne with the Las Vegas International Scouting Museum has expressed a strong desire and has agreed to take over Blue Book starting with Blue Book VII.  I have agreed to be a Senior Editorial Consultant.  I know they will do their best for the hobby and ask you to participate and help them, as you have so often helped me, make it the best edition possible.
I want to thank you all for your support and participation through the past thirteen years.  It has been an honor of a lifetime for me to serve as your Editor-in-Chief.  You again have my heartiest wishes that your collection may grow along with your knowledge and that you get everything you want for your collections.

Respectfully from the Wasatch,

Bill Topkis for the entire Blue Book Team

May, 2006
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